1 Kings 8:38

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

What prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or
by all thy people Israel, which shall know every man the
plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands toward

this house:

Analysis

What prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or by all thy
people Israel, which shall know every man the plague of his own heart, and
spread forth his hands toward this house:

This verse contributes to the broader narrative of dedication of the temple, within
the book's focus on Solomon's wisdom, temple building, and tragic apostasy. The
temple represents God's dwelling among His people and foreshadows Christ as
Immanuel (‘God with us').

The Hebrew text reveals nuances important for understanding this passage's
contribution to 1 Kings' theological message about kingship, covenant, and
faithfulness to Yahweh. This verse demonstrates the consequences when God's
people—especially their leaders—either follow or forsake the covenant established
at Sinai.

Historical Context

First Kings was written during or after the Babylonian exile (6th century BCE),
reflecting on the monarchy period (10th-9th centuries BCE) to explain why the
kingdoms fell. Solomon's reign (c. 970-930 BCE) represented Israel's golden age of



peace and prosperity.

Ancient Near Eastern kingship ideology viewed kings as divine representatives
responsible for maintaining cosmic order through right worship. Archaeological
discoveries from sites like Megiddo, Hazor, and Samaria confirm the historical
reliability of 1 Kings' descriptions of building projects and administrative
structures.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love

Study Questions

1. How does the temple as God's dwelling place help us understand Christ's
incarnation and the church as God's temple today?

2. What does Solomon's prayer and dedication teach about approaching God in
worship and prayer?

3. How does this verse point toward or prepare for the coming of Christ and His
eternal kingdom?



Interlinear Text

72 n7omM 72 nan Wy aan 727
H3665 What prayer 13605 and supplication H834 H1961 H3605
HB8605 H8467
D IX 0 7 27 mny 7 X)Wy
soever be made by any man H3605 or by all thy people Israel H834
H120 H5971 H3478
[y 7L Vi ] 1117 v 291

which shall know every man the plague of his own heart and spread forth
H3045 H376 H5061 H3824 H6566

' 937X n! 2an nin
his hands M43  toward this house H2088
H3709 H1004

Additional Cross-References

1 Kings 8:22 (References Israel): And Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD
in the presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward
heaven:

Philippians 4:6 (Prayer): Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

Isaiah 1:15 (Prayer): And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes
from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of
blood.

Isaiah 37:4 (Prayer): It may be the LORD thy God will hear the words of
Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living
God, and will reprove the words which the LORD thy God hath heard: wherefore
lift up thy prayer for the remnant that is left.



Psalms 42:11 (Parallel theme): Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art
thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the
health of my countenance, and my God.

Psalms 42:6 (Parallel theme): O my God, my soul is cast down within me:
therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites,
from the hill Mizar.

Psalms 50:15 (Parallel theme): And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.

Psalms 42:9 (Parallel theme): I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou
forgotten me? why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?

Psalms 91:15 (Parallel theme): He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will
be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.

Proverbs 14:10 (Parallel theme): The heart knoweth his own bitterness; and a
stranger doth not intermeddle with his joy.
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